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Buyout bid to ‘s
block from builders

VICKY MUNRO
vickymunro@archant.couk

Opponents of a two-storey roof
development on their unspoilt
art deco block in Highgate hope
to club together to buy out the
entire building.

Leaseholders at Northwood Hall
in Hornsey Lane say the move
would delay the building works
proposed by owner and
developer Triplark, which could
be visible from Hampstead
Heath and which they fear
would ruin the building’s
distinctive style.

One resident told the
Ham&High: “I bought into that
building because I have a real
love for art deco architecture.

“So many other art deco
buildings in the UK have already
been victims of roof extensions
but ours has retained a look that
is more or less the same since it
was built in 1935.”

Another of their objections
stems from the planning agent’s
links to two controversial pub
demolitions.

KR Planning put in a bid on
behalf of developer CLTX Ltd to

demolish the Carlton Tavern in

i
Northwood Hall in Hornsey Lane.

Maida Vale three months before
it was knocked down without
planning permission in April
2015, sparking national outrage.
And both KR Planning and
architect Brooks Murray were
involved in the attempted
development of the Winchester
Tavern in Archway Road, which
was turned down by councillors.
Kieran Rafferty of KR
Planning said the demolition
was not his firm’s doing and
called it “regrettable”. He added:
“Both myself and Brooks

Murray Architects have severed
all ties with [the property
owner].

“With such a wide range of
clients, building types and
forms, it’s not surprising that
outcomes are not always popular
with everybody.”

Other leaseholders support
the development, despite
aesthetic reservations,
welcoming Brooks Murray’s
promise to do much-needed
refurbishment work to the
building free of charge.

Heath

City wades in
to rights row
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But the protesters hope to
change the minds of a critical
mass — 50 per cent of
leaseholders - so they can
trigger the process to buy the
freehold.

Behind closed doors, the
building has a lively history of
bitter internal politics.

The freehold bid is the latest
chapter in a lengthy cold war
between two different
leaseholder factions, dating back
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Children enjoy the Spirit of Crlcket day at Lord s.

Some 500 schoolchildren from
across north-west London
visited Lord’s cricket ground
last week as part of the Spirit of
Cricket Day.

Lord’s turf.

The pupils were treated to a
mass assembly on the benches
of the Pavilion, and a bowl-off
between teams led by former
England cricketer Nick
Compton, and Mark Nicholas.
Afterwards the children took
part in a range of activities

including a tour of the ground,
and games on the hallowed

Barrow Hill Junior School in
St John’s Wood, St Joseph’s
Primary School in Maida Vale
and Martin Primary School in
East Finchley took part. that!

The day was organised by
charity Chance to Shine.

Chance to Shine supporter
and author Rachael Wong said
the visit “has been a fantastic
opportunity for over 500
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children to come down to the
home of cricket and be
inspired”.

She added: “To meet a
professional cricketer and to
play on the hallowed turf — it
doesn’t get much better than

“I was delighted to be part of
the day.

“And I hope that the children
also saw how sport can inspire
them in their academic studies
as well.”

news

. Crime

A man accused of defrauding more
than £2million from Barnet Council
and contracting giant Capita
appeared in Willesden Magistrates
Court on Tuesday last week.

Trishul Shah, 38, is accused of
giving instructions for 62 payments,
totalling £2,630,972, into his own

bank accounts between July 2016
and December 2017.

Mr Shah will submit his plea in
Harrow Crown Court on July 31
after his case was deemed too
serious for the magistrates court.

At the time of the offences, Mr
Shah worked as a capital investment
manager for Regional Enterprise

Ltd, the joint venture between
London Borough of Barnet and
Capita plc formed as part of their
10-year contract.

The payments related to fake
Compulsory Purchase Orders, the
means by which bodies can acquire
land or property without the
consent of the owner.

news

. Continued from front page

Northwood Hall in Hornsey Lane, Highgate.

to a controversial heating
refit. At the moment, 30 of
the building’s 194 flats
either refuse to be hooked
up to the new system or
refuse to pay service
charges, which has
sparked legal action on
both sides.

The leaseholders’ Right
to Manage (RTM)
company voted in July
2015 not to take the
builders to court over
problems with that refurb.
But the poll proved so
contentious the company’s
directors decided they
needed a fresh pair of
hands to manage the
company: Bruce Maunder
Taylor, who was appointed
by a tribunal.

Mr Maunder Taylor’s
main challenger for the
job was David Wismayer,
who had favoured suing
the engineers, with both
men commanding fierce
support from some and
opposition from others.

Now the leaseholders
leading the buyout bid say
they have a “white
knight” investor,
Lindmead Ltd, which
would help shoulder the
costs of the project.

But other leaseholders

Picture: POLLY HANCOCK

see Lindmead’s
involvement as a
continuation of the
building’s long-running
power struggle because
one of its directors,
Geoffrey Gay, is a business
associate of Mr Wismayer
—the pair are both listed
as directors for another
firm, Bestwish Ltd, on
Companies House.

Brooks Murray senior
architect Timor Tzur said:
“We have proposed to do a
massive amount of work
that needs to be done,
restoring original
features.

“The council’s planning
officers were actually
quite happy with our
approach, which doesn’t
mimic the style but does
follow the same
language.”

“The project is
internally controversial
due to years of battles
between different groups
trying to take over the
building but that is not
our domain.”

She added a smaller
one-storey extension
would be unviable because
space standards have
increased since the
building’s construction.
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